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Boys and Girls
The story Boys and Girls by Alice Munro is based on the life of the teenage narrator. Her experiences are long, deep, and wide-based on their daily occurrences and routines as the family struggled to make ends meet. Her father, she states, was a fox farmer. These foxes he kept for their pelts, which he sold to the Hudson's Bay Company or Montreal Fur Traders—her times awakened to the pelting she witnessed due to the scent she was accustomed to. It was her routine from childhood to see the pelting of the foxes she watered every morning, afternoon, and evening.
Her brother Laird too comes into the story along with her childhood experiences as they grew up together. She recalls the phobia they both had regarding their upper lobby in their house, which was hardly used. They were terrified of the place as they supposedly thought that it was a hideout for dangerous prison escapees. Other than that, it was a place that housed bats and skeletons by their mischievous beliefs. They recall being afraid of the dark. At night, they were bound to the safety of their beds and only felt safe anywhere else when there was light. Laird would sing "Jingle Bells" in and out of the Christmas season while her sister would sing "Danny Boy." The singing would go on until Laird would sleep, then the narrator would write stories about her being older in her world of her own where she was a hero who helped the people around her community.
The days were always tight for her mother, and the schedule gave her little to no time even to herself. She writes that she had no time to do her hair, which she would shabbily tie in the morning and end up lasting that way till evening. Their back porch was full of baskets of peaches, grapes, and pears from town. Alongside these were onions, tomatoes, and cucumbers that were homegrown that awaited their mother to make them into jelly and jam preserves. She worked hard on the barn where the foxes were kept, and she would tell her daughter stories of her childhood when she was in her good moods. Among the stories were about the Normal School Graduation during her time.
Her father, on the other hand, was always busy with a typical regular and repeated routine. He would take care of the foxes in the barn most of the time. He took care of the foxes until they were ready for pelting. He would clean and shave their wool and oversee the watering of the foxes by her daughter. Other times e would do the pelting together with them. For the foxes whose time had not yet reached, they would be given names and taken care of every day. Moreover, her father would also undertake the gruesome act of shooting down old horses who no longer had teeth. This act was painful as her brother, and he would sneak to witness this disturbing act, which formed their life's epiphanies.
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